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It is my pleasure to share with you the goings on in your University of Michigan Naval Reserve 

Officer Training Corps! Since assuming command from Capt Joe Evans, USN (ret), it has been 

one terrific ride being part of this great team. I have said and continue to say, I inherited a great 

command. Joe led from the front during his three years at the helm, and honored the decades of 

outstanding performance and the many wonderful people who made this program what it is 

today. 

What is our program today? The Wolverine Battalion is 88 strong and comprised of Midshipmen, 

Marine Enlisted Commissioning Education Program candidates and one Navy Officer Candidate. 

Our students come from all over the country, on average perform above Michigan’s standardized 

test averages for admission, and as a whole, outperform their Michigan and Eastern Michigan 

student counterparts in overall grade point averages. For the last seven years, every UM NROTC 

Nuclear Power candidate has passed his or her nuclear power interviews. As well, I have 

observed two years in a row all graduating seniors, save two, have been community assigned to 

his or her first choice. In the case of the two, they earned their second choice. Our young women 

and men are achieving, and I am confident will make fine leaders of Sailors and Marines. 

Taking over such a fine unit has allowed me to refine vice revolutionize. Today, we are infusing a 

few more fleet aspects into the program to help our students feel even more oriented when they 

arrive in the fleet. From simple things such as “5050” planning documents, to an extensive 

adherence to Operational Risk Management, to a codified Battalion Billet List based on Navy 

Regulations and the Navy SORM, Wolverine Battalion men and women are being exposed to how 

the fleet really is. We have also placed the fleet’s premium on “Command” in our Battalion lifting 

up and empowering our Platoon Commanders structurally in their roles as commanders. At the 

same time, we have refined our New Student Orientation process two years in a row. As in all our 

efforts, every strategy we employ must link to future officer readiness, and we can ill afford 

otherwise as our student instructional time is limited and precious.  

Happy Fall, Wolverines, Eagles, former faculty, family and friends!



Last year we expanded our digital presence in two key ways by creating a virtual CO Suggestion 

Box and by committing to a strong social media presence. With the CO Suggestion Box, we 

created a feedback loop which allows for anonymous or signed submissions. Submissions go 

directly to XO Haidl, GySgt Moore (my senior enlisted adviser) and me. The CO Suggestion Box is

an important tool to help us understand what’s confusing, too hard, or not right from what’s just 

right. The tool has proven helpful and is located on our UM NROTC webpage. With our Social 

Media push, we are reaching out to YOU and all your social media friends to keep you abreast of 

all the awesome experiences and accomplishments our future officers are enjoying. Since 

adopting this approach, we have grown our followership by more than three times and are the 

number 1 followed NROTC facebook page in the Nation! Our new presence not only keeps all of 

you informed, but is already helping us attract future fantastic young women and men into the 

Navy, Marine Corps and UM NROTC. As labor markets for talent tighten, we here at UM NROTC 

are adapting to meet our Nation’s needs. If you haven’t already, please like our page and 

encourage others to as well! 

One other way we are infusing the fleet here in Ann Arbor is with our distinguished visitor 

program. Since fall of ‘16, we have hosted: Vice Admiral Bruce “Birdy” Lindsey- then Commander 

Naval Air Forces, US Atlantic and now Deputy Fleet Forces Command; Capt Paul Rinn, USN (ret) - 

former CO of USS Samuel B. Roberts; Ambassador Deborah Jones (ret) - former US Ambassador 

to Libya and Kuwait; Honorable Donald Winter-  SecNav 2006-09;  Maj. Andy Terrell USMC - MI 

based Marine Corps recruiter and highly decorated Afghanistan and Iraq veteran); and Vice 

Admiral Ted “Slap Shot” Carter - Superintendent of the US Naval Academy. In two weeks, I will 

have the honor of moderating an all-star “Sea Power in the 21st Century” panel comprised of 

professionally acclaimed maritime intellects, Dr. James Holmes - US Naval War College, Dr. Toshi 

Yoshihara - fellow at Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, and Dr. Donald Winter - 

former Secretary of the Navy. The panel is 1pm-3pm on November 9, 2017 in the Michigan Union. 

Please join us! Going forward, this year we are poised with more exciting visitors and are 

honored to host Vice Admiral Carter once again for our Winter Commissioning. Nothing validates 

the importance of our NROTC program more than having the Naval Academy “Sup” giving the 

oath of office! 

This brings me to my closing thoughts. Our job at UM NROTC is to: mentally, morally and 

physically develop future naval officers to serve our Nation; and to share the good news of 

service in the US Navy and Marine Corps. Our staff are truly remarkable citizen-soldiers. 

Members of our NROTC faculty are involved across campus in a variety of venues and activities  
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endeavoring to be good and valued colleagues to the UM faculty and administration. Our classes 

are well attended by non-ROTC students and routinely receive student critiques above the 

University average. Finally, in our outreach mission, we are meeting new friends not only across 

campus but across Michigan. Veterans, retirees and citizens alike are welcome to be part of our 

growing family. If you know someone interested in being part of our family, please connect them 

to us. Thank you friends for your passion and support of our program and these wonderful young 

men and women! Go Navy! Go Marine Corps! Go Eagles! Go Blue! 

HCC, 

Beez 

Honor, Courage, Commitment - the highest respect paid by all Sailors. 

Non sibi sed patriae 

WORK HARD - BE HONEST - THINK CRITICALLY! 

Christopher J. Dennis 

Captain, US Navy 

Commanding Officer, Professor of Naval Science 

Navy Officer Education Program 

1050 Chemistry Building, 930 N. University Ave 

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1055 

T: 734 615 1254   F: 734 764 3318 

cjdennis@umich.edu   http://navy.rotc.umich.edu 

https://www.facebook.com/UniversityOfMichiganNrotc 
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h t t p : / / n a v y . r o t c . u m i c h . e d u /

     After months of working to stay mentally sharp and physically fit during the 

summer, the Wolverine Battalion returned this fall ready to take on a host of 

challenges. The first of those was New Student Orientation, where 25 of the 

battalion’s upperclassmen executed a training plan to help the incoming class of 

29 4/c Midshipmen become acclimated to life as members of the military and 

their respective universities. 

    In addition to the immense efforts put into New Student Orientation, the 

battalion has been executing all of its other responsibilities with excellence. 

From more routine work put into smaller evolutions like physical fitness training 

and practices for the upcoming battalion drill competition, to larger efforts like 

the September 11th vigil and the Navy/Marine Corps Birthday Run, they have 

demonstrated an incredible sense of commitment, dedication to detail, and 

teamwork. 

    I am continually impressed by our Midshipmen’s ability to balance the 

challenging expectations of the NROTC program with all the rigors of a full 

college course load. They take it all in stride, keep the focus on service to others, 

and constantly prepare themselves to become capable naval officers.   

                                                                                   ~BnCO Midshipman Penner 



.

THE MISSION 

THE MISSION 

THE MISSION 



COMMISSIONING
LAST YEAR'S

Fall 2016 
2ndLt Rogers

Winter 2017 
Marines

2ndLt Birmingham 

2ndLt Haas 

2ndLt Holwerda 

2ndLt Krawec 

2ndLt Muckenthaler  

2ndLt Oestreich 

2ndLt Register 

2ndLt Stein 

2ndLt Vankoevering  

Winter 2017 
Naval Officers
ENS Buis -  Nuclear 
Submarine Officer 

ENS English - Nuclear 
Submarine Officer 

ENS Faris - Aviator  
ENS Hetherson - Aviator 

ENS Kim - Reactors Engineer 
ENS Van Keuren - Flight Officer



S M O O T H  S E A S  N E V E R  M A D E  S K I L L F U L  S A I L O R S

NSO
New Student Orientation (NSO) is a structured, intensely 

demanding program aimed at effectively and efficiently 

introducing 4/C to the standard and culture of being a 

midshipman and student within the University of Michigan 

NROTC and at UM/EMU. The new midshipmen are tested 

physically, mentally, and morally in a high stress environment, 

demanding them to face every challenge presented to them 

with character and courage.



NEW 
STUDENT 
ORIENTATION

On August 30th we had the privilege of welcoming our new Fourth Class 
Midshipmen to the Wolverine Battalion. Those individuals were brought 
through a two-phase New Student Orientation training program whose 
goal was to introduce them to the Michigan NROTC program and 
acclimate them to all of its challenges and rewards. 

Phase I was a three-day intensive program conducted the week before 
classes began. It focused on administratively processing the Midshipmen 
into the unit, executing tests like the swim qualification and physical 
readiness test (PRT), and teaching a wide set of skills and knowledge 
including military discipline, uniform wear, close order drill, naval 
history and traditions and many others. As a class they were pushed past 
their comfort zone and asked to demonstrate qualities like personal 
accountability, teamwork, judgement, and self-confidence. Their work in 
Phase I culminated in a challenging endurance course and their 
Midshipmen Oath of Office ceremony where their accomplishments were
celebrated by friends and family. 

Phase II extended the training started by Phase I into the first three weeks 
of the academic year. The Phase II training staff, led by MIDN 1/c 
Benjamin Ruff and MIDN 1/c John Lewins, focused on developing the 
long-term habits that would set the Fourth Class up for success. They 
stressed the importance of a healthy relationship with physical fitness 
through morning PT sessions, taught attention to detail with close order 
drill, and tested their overall progress through weekly inspections. 
Throughout all this they we’re afforded the opportunity to take on more 
responsibility, grow in character, and come together as a class. The 
capstone to New Student Orientation was the culminating field exercise. 
The Fourth Class spent a weekend at Fort Custer National Guard Base, 
where they took part in hikes, an obstacle course, a leadership reaction 
course, and combat skills training. They then finished by joining the rest 
of the battalion for a social where they were welcomed into their platoons 
they will be with for the remainder of the year. 

The Fourth Class made some incredible progress in just a few short weeks 
of training, recognizing the expectations set for them and enthusiastically 
working to meet them. But they also recognize that their work isn’t 
finished, evidenced by their continued effort to improve. I know I speak 
for the whole Wolverine Battalion when I say that we’re proud to have 
them join our team. 

~BnCO, MIDN 1/C Penner

August 30 - September 01, 2017 Phase I 

September 04 - September 23, 2017 Phase II 

FOURTH CLASS 

BREAKDOWN

20 New Midshipmen  

   

17 Navy Options & 3 

Marine Options 

14 Young Men & 6 

Young Women 

17 UM Students & 3 

EMU Students 

12 Engineers, 7 LSA 

Students, 1 Nurse



THIS SEMESTER
If you're wondering what we've been up to & what's to come

September: 

- New Student Orientation, including FEX at Fort Custer 

- Students attended the Thunder Over Michigan Air Show to see the 

 Blue Angels perform 

- 9/11 Vigil 

- Battalion attended General Colin Powell Speech at Hill Auditorium 

- Michigan Football Color Guard Detail (cont. throughout semester) 

- 1/C attended the RTC Graduation at Great Lakes Training Depot 

- VA Hospital visits to speak with veterans (cont. throughout year) 

October: 

- USN/USMC 242nd Birthday Run 

- Midshipmen attended the GW Leadership Conference in DC 

- Navy Midshipmen complete Sailing Training 

- Marine Options performed Small Unit Leader Evaluation in the Arb 

- Midshipmen attended the SEAL training weekend at Notre Dame 

- Michigan Football Color Guard Detail (cont. throughout season) 

- Battalion will hold a drill competition between platoons 

- RADM Bernacchi, C-NSTC Visit 

November: 

- Midshipmen volunteer at the Red Cross Blood Drive  

- Veterans Week activities, including Diag Flag raising & VA Hospital 

programs 

- 242nd Navy and Marine Corps Birthday Ball 

- Military appreciation color guard events 

- Marine Fall FEX at Fort Custer 

- UofM vs Ohio State NROTC Flag Football Game with social 

December: 

- Volunteering in the Community 

"Attack each day with an enthusiasm unknown to mankind." - Jim Harbaugh



some 
highlights so far

we're just getting started



Admin: MIDN 2/C Buchholz 
Logisitics/Supply: MIDN 2/C 

Reitsma 
Training Chief/ Academics:    

MIDN 2/C Grabis 
Public Affairs: MIDN 2/C Gallegos 
1st Platoon Sgt: MIDN 2/C Weiber 
2nd Platoon Sgt: MIDN 2/C Seitz 

3rd Platoon Sgt: MIDN 2/C Kohler 
Color Guard: MIDN 2/C Watson 
Drill Team Commander: MIDN 

3/C Carlen 
Recruiting: MIDN 3/C Kulick 

PTI: MIDN 2/C Katz 
APTI: MIDN 3/C Mauldin 

Intel/Safety: MIDN 3/C Prevo
Chow Team CDR: MIDN 3/C Brown 

Webmaster: MIDN 3/C Kelly 
Pelorus/Conn: MIDN 3/C Davenport 

Financial: MIDN 2/C Sendzik 
Athletics: MIDN 3/C Hoekstra 

AOPS: MIDN 3/C Ryan 
Birthday Run: MIDN 3/C Gridley 

Birthday Ball: MIDN 2/C Sovie 
Commissioning:  MIDN 2/C 

Burrington 
Fall Fex: SSgt Klump 

VA Coordinator: MIDN 3/C Gicewicz 
Alumni Tailgate: MIDN 3/C 

Richardson 

BnCo: MIDN 1/C Penner 
BnXO: MIDN 1/C Tripodi 
BnOps: MIDN 1/C Perry 
BnCMC: MIDN 1/C Cruz 

1st Platoon CDR: MIDN 1/C Grzegorzewski 
2nd Platoon CDR: MIDN 1/C Wireman 

3rd Platoon CDR: MIDN 1/C Downs


