
PROPER CIVILIAN ATTIRE (PCA) AND DRESS CODE 
 

a.  The following guidelines define proper civilian attire for active 

duty staff and the battalion while in North Hall or participating in any NROTC 

activity.  Personnel shall ensure that their dress and personal appearance are 

appropriate for the occasion and will not discredit the Navy or the Marine 

Corps.  PCA is defined in two broad categories: 

 

  (1) Special/Official Events (Distinguished Visitors, etc):  

Slacks, dress pants (and/or skirts for women), casual dress pants (khakis, not 
jeans), dress shirts, blouses, socks, and casual dress shoes (non-athletic).  
Baggy and/or revealing clothing is not appropriate. 

 
  (2) Daily wear around North Hall (including classes, general 
battalion meetings, urinalysis, etc):   Civilian attire shall be clean, neat 

and in good repair and present a good image of the individual wearing it.  
Tapered shirts shall be tucked in.  Skirts shall be no shorter than 4 inches 
above the knee.  Heels shall be no higher than 2 inches.  Ball caps and other 

non-religious head devices will not be worn inside buildings.  Prohibited 
items include: flip flop sandals, tank tops; midriff bearing outfits; baggy 
and/or revealing clothing; clothing with holes; sweat pants; pajamas; scrubs; 

and clothing with profane, sexist, extremist, or drug slogans.   
 

b.  While in North Hall or participating in any NROTC activity: 

 
  (1) Earrings are prohibited for male personnel.  One earring per 
earlobe is permitted for women in accordance with Navy regulations. 

 
  (2) Intentional body mutilation, piercing, or branding is 
prohibited.  Examples include: a split or forked tongue, foreign objects 

inserted under the skin to create a design or pattern, enlarged or stretched 
holes in the ears, intentional scarring that appears on the neck, face, or 

scalp.  No articles shall be attached to or through the ear, nose, or any body 

part, other than earrings for women.     
 
  (3) Hair will be neatly groomed, clean and within the regulations.  

Men will have a clean shaven face. 
 

 (4) Artificial nails are authorized in accordance with Navy 

regulations.  Nail polish will be complimentary to the skin tone.  No glitter 
or fluorescent polish is authorized. 
 

  (5) To ensure compliance with Navy and USMC regulations, all 
personnel desiring to get a tattoo must have prior approval by their advisor.  
Existing tattoos must be approved and documented by the Unit Staff.  Tattoos 

will not convey obscenities, sexually explicit images/themes, 
racial/religious/ethnic or national origin epithets, gang symbolism, drug 
references, or political statements. 

 

  (6) Dental work utilizing gold, platinum or other veneers or caps 
for the purpose of ornamentation is prohibited. 

 


